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EMBRACE
2002

 6’ dia x 6’2” high, 6600 lbs
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WIND JAMMER
1998

STONE, STEEL, MOBILE, 
8 FEET 2”X 5 FEET 9”

 800 LBS.
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MOON BEAM BENCH
2012

 5’ x 3’ 33”  1050 lbs.
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ANTHRO III  2005 
6’ 1” x 2’ 6”, 1500 lbs  

Stone, Steel 
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3 STONE TREE
2010

stone and steel, 
5’ x 5’ x 3’ x 1250 lbs

3 STONE TREE

This sculpture has been a departure for me and an interest-
ing experience. Its process has shown me many reasons that 
I sculpt. This work began with a detailed drawing of the first 
stone selected, the slab of hard sandstone which has iron 
stained surface on both sides. This material is hard enough to 
cut several penetrations into and maintain structural integri-
ty. The design concept evolved though drawing and required 
a large chunk of stone on one end and a river rounded stone 
perched in the landscape alongside the tree form in the slab. I 
began work Nov 25th and finished Dec 16th, losing one week to 
bitter cold that ran me out of the studio. I worked 27 sessions 
on separate days 3 to 7 hours per day.

The extreme difference in the shapes and character of the stones 
was a challenge from the get-go. I spent a lot of time concen-
trating on how the graphic carved into each stone would tie or 
connect the stones together. I always liked the juxtaposition of 
forms in space especially the small boulder floating on the hills 
of the landscape. In order to fasten these stones together I chose 
stone to stone joints vs. steel connections. The joints became an 
important part of the composition in one case rectilinear lines 
that tied the piece down and the other invisible support for a 
floating quality. 

This process leads to developing a large and very quiet pedes-
tal on which the stones could jut out beyond. This solution to 
the composition was a strong Yes, the aerial view is rectilinear 
and solid while the elevations each have to do with the jutting 
stones that break up and activate the scape. The pedestal is sim-
ple, quite and stoic with its stone top another good opportunity 
for connections. The small steel foot holding up the slab and 
boulder break the connection and helps the separation while 
the fussed connection of the block of stone makes it continuous. 
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Traveling around this piece is a delight as the character and scene 
dramatically change. The overall feel of the sculpture is levity, 
a buoyant sense with a tattooed surface.  The musical quality is 
definitely Jazz: the melody is based on geometry; the rhythm is 
in the graphics; the beat/tempo is in the different character of the 
forms; the colors accentuate the composition like syncopation. 

My first couple days with the finished piece I am struck by the 
complexity of it yet while moving around it a familiarity takes 
place and the friendliness and light-hearted nature of it dissolve 
the complexity. This is the departure from my norm; I usually 
produce singular standing stones with minimal graphics that 
have power in simplicity and singleness. 
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The Stone Staircase

Nearly 40 tons of stone 
was purchased to build 
it -- in 2005 and 2006

The staircase was put in place before the house could 
be built because the stones were too large to be put in 
place while the house was being built.  The house was 

built around the stairs!
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The stairs were built for a client 
of Frank Cikan, architect, for 
his client at the “Yellowstone 

Club” in Big Sky,  Montana.  A 
20 month project

All of the stone cutting and fitting were done in 
Bozeman, then transported and crane set on the 

foundation of the house at Big Sky
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The Arch was designed and built by Zak Zakovi for the 
Great Falls Public Library in 2007 and 2008

35 tons of stone were required to cut the blocks for the 
arch.  The finished weight of the arch was 15 tons

The Waterfall Arch
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The sprinklers were built and engineered by Zak.  
It required 4 separate supply lines, a pump and 
filtering basin in the Library mechanical room.

The Arch was built at 
Zak’s studio in Boze-
man then transported 

and reassembled in 
Great Falls.  A 18 month 

project



Layout and Design by Rattlesnake Valley Press 2016




